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1,> Yugoslav Interests in-. Ghina until after Pearl H&rhrr w&ro represented as f ©Hosts- 

Prior to the f&isns-an IikvvoXubion in 191? * By the *?.nd Ocusulatea of th^- 

Isspori&i Russian gc^errmaiK.., 

Later* and mill March 1939 (when Czechoslovak. 1*? ms annexed by Q®ma.ny)t By 
CsechosXok&k diplomatic representatives * 
i*rf 3 n ±&. August 1939 bo AprruL 1941 (when France w&a occupied by the Ges^sfcii &%*$$$ ) s 
By tiie French government* 

Fra*! Ap&ll to Decersb-sr 194-* By the Qi^eek Consulate ( Srt. Shanghai) 

After & December 1941* By the Association of Yugoslav Residents in China ^ under 
instructions fr<aa the Japanese authorities. 

2 & The Association of Yugoslav Residents in China was formed in 193 ? as a cultural 

center of the Yugoslav cojvuunlty.> The Executive Committee of the Association inc?*ud- 
the following: 

Ec P, Bechich (Secic ) 5 chairman 

B ft lo Berkovich (Berkcvic) * vice chairman $ address.* apartment 148 Aster Houses 
1 ? IPan^poo licfr-d* Sha^nai \ * B* bertovitfc* 80 Teeing Sfcaqgh&ij 

?M<. Bexkovitch* head of the shipping department of G-sts Brothers and~Ccttpai»y, 

22 Nanking Road* Shanghai) . 

Boritch v Boric.? 5 first secretary^ address, 22.)/ 5 Route iallort 
Captain I« Rakitch {JiakAe}^ second secretary; address* Benches Rond 
Mn Ffr&n&sovich (Fm^aaovic) , Lreasrsrerj address* 221 Tulin Hoad * 

B_, Vcuitch (fnjic). firat controller** 1562/0-2 Avenna Joffro (•? related to 
T ccich t fAcxnag^r of F?3iJ*ah Office Ai of tha Ccico^di*' 

Chocolate and Can^y Factory^ office at 145 Par -3 Robert* Shanghai), 

-f c©c.orKi iXiUlTQ.ii ^- 1 «.ddr^3s 394 Chutjcin Hos'td* 

Accordlfig to F v B^chich«T ohe total I'lerfiborship of the Association was 3. TO p^rsonft •$ 
including those registered at the Italian Consulate General, (After the occupation ‘ 
of Yugoslavia by the Gfstrmw. Array and the creation of the Independent Croatian State,. 
Croatian® in China were represented, by the Italian M bassy and Consulates). 


Yugoslav subjects of Croatian origin; totaled tldrty-four^of twenty-th^ 
local residents and eleven vere crew rubers of the SS 3 Taeislav^ Yugosls.^ ^ 
^iici, bad been seizes by tn>a Italian authorities in Shanghais Those tliirtn— 
persons were registered under the protection of the Italian. Consulate Genera 
the new ©bate of Croa.tia w&<? foraed » Un®aployed Croatians received f inancia 
assistance from the Italian • Consulate General until September 1943. when the 
consulate was closed 5 after that y the Crocitians a cached the German Consul j 
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General for protection and financial assistance • The German Consulate General 
requested them to form the "Croatian Committee in Shanghai", of ivhich the 
following vjere the officials: 

U, Favitch (P&vic), chairman; address, 92 Rue Marcel Tillot, telephone 83 033, 
J. Franchich (Francic), vice chairman; address, 1130 East Broadway, Shanghai 
(? Y. M. Franchich, managar-proprietor-cheanist of the Yugo-Slavlan Pharmacy, 

1130 East Broadway, Shanghai) « 

T* Faldwari (Faldvari), treasurer; address, 167 Broadway. 

S. Krile, secretary; address, 100/3 Route Paul Henry* 

The poor financial condition of Croatian© in Shanghai was the main reason for 
their coming under Italian protection. Many destitute Serbians also applied for 
admission to the "Croatian Committee in Shanghai" but were refused. .After the 
capitulation of Japan, the "Croatian Committee in Shanghai "automatically ceased 
to function. 

4. During World War II the ninety-six Yugoslav citizens in Shanghai who remained 
loyal to King Peter and the Yugoslav Government-in-exile in London were in 
critical economic condition. Six per cent -had sufficient moans of support; 
fourty-four per cent were watchmen, minor employees, etc., who received very 
lo: ; pay; the remaining fifty per cent needed financial assistance, which 
Eo P. Bechich attempted to obtain from Yugoslavia after the capitulation of 
Japan. 

5* On 8 October 1944, Bechich, as chairman of the Association of Yugoslav Residents 
in China, sent a petition to the Yugoslav Minister in Moscow that Yugoslav 
nationals in China be repatriated through the USSR. On 11 June 1945 a telegram 
was received by Molchanov. Press Attache of the Shanghai Soviet Consulate, from 
the Soviet Embassy in Tokyo. The telegram stated that Yugoslav nationals could 
obtain from the Soviet Consulate General in Harbin or Dairen transit visas for 
traveling to Yugoslavia via the USSR. In May 1946 eighteon Yugoslav citizens, 
most of whom were members of the SS. Tooislav, left Shanghai for Yugoslavia via 
the USSR on board the S3. Smolny. Their passage was paid by the Yugoslav 
Government. The crew of the Tomislav were recalled because Yugoslavia at that 
time was organizing its own mercantile fleet and navy f needed specialists. 

6. In June 1945 a meeting of the Association of Yugoslav Residents in China was held. 
During this meeting, a group of members — mostly persons of doubtful character - 
criticized Bechich and requested that he account for the money which he had re- 
ceived i or the financial support of destitute members. The other group present 

at the meeting supported Bechich. The presence of representatives of the Shanghai 
Municipal Police prevented ary disturbances. The opposition group proposed 
Bo Zvetanovich (Zvetanovic) as the future chairman of the Association but the 
meeting was closed before anyone was elected. A few days later Bechich was 
assaulted by a group of Yugoslav residents headed by Varga (full name unknown) „ 
Bechich complained to the police, who questioned the group but took no action 
against them. 

7. After August 1945 Bechich continued to represent the Yugoslav community because 
he had close connections with leading Soviet officials including Shanghai Soviet 
Consul General Khalin; V. N* Rogov, director of the Far East Department of TASS, 
Shanghai; and Vice Consul P a A. Sergeyev. Bechich assisted in the repatriation of 
Yugoslav nationals on the SS. Smolny and issued monetary subsidies to them. 

So In August 1947 an announcement appeared in the local Soviet daily papers signed 
by S. Zvetanovich (seo paragraph 6) that the re-registration of Yugoslav citizens 
would take place at his house on Hua Kee Avenue, Bubbling Well Road. Only a part 
of the Yugoslav community appeared at this registration. 
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were Creations, supporters of MarsLl^to ^ 3 ^^? 0 regi8t ® red * the majority 
issued by the Soviet Consulate on which i.'n, ^f SS P e f aons haVs "Sp^ial Certificates" 
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S-ein S“-he n s th h 1 l 0 fi d<Jr °f thi3 is 1! - A ’ Avdalovich (Avdalovic^foraor 

of P td i7Mt th ^, Se f blan Ant B r tJho part in tho Civil War in Siberia in the ranks 
of tho White Russian A ray. After the Civil War he resided in h«m„ „Z? raDics 
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